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July 15, 2021 

 

Mrs. Susanne Lyons 

Chair of the Board of Directors 

U.S. Olympic & Paralympic Committee 

27 S Tejon Street 

Colorado Springs, CO 80983 

  

Mrs. Sarah Hirshland 

Chief Executive Officer 

U.S. Olympic & Paralympic Committee 

27 S Tejon Street 

Colorado Springs, CO 80983 

 

Dear Mrs. Lyons and Mrs. Hirshland: 

 

We are writing to you today with serious concerns about radical, anti-American statements 

recently made by U.S. Olympic athletes. 

 

In March, Chelsea Wolfe, who qualified to represent the U.S. as an alternate in 2021, pledged to 

“burn a US flag on the podium” if she pulls off an upset and places in the games. In late June, at 

the women’s U.S. Olympic Track & Field Team Trials, third place finisher Gwen Berry turned 

away from the U.S. flag during the national anthem. She later explained she believes that the 

national anthem is “disrespectful” and pledged to “not stand or acknowledge” it. 

 

Such anti-American statements divide the U.S. domestically and embarrass us abroad. 

 

Fortunately, Article 50 of the International Olympic Committee’s Olympic Charter prohibits 

“demonstration or political, religious or racial propaganda” from “any Olympic sites, venues or 

other areas.” 

 

We are asking the USOPC to enforce IOC rules. And we are writing to remind you that Congress 

has broad authority, under 134 STAT. 943, over the USOPC. 

 

The Empowering Olympic, Paralympic, and Amateur Athletes Act, enacted in October 2020, gives 

Congress the power, through a joint resolution, to dissolve the USOPC Board of Directors, 

terminate recognition of the USOPC as a national governing body of the U.S. Olympic teams, and 

replace the dissolved committee with a governing body that can adequately represent America and 

its athletes on the world stage. 

 

If the USOPC continues to fail to discipline athletes who dishonor the United States and our flag, 

as required by its own charter, we would support a Joint Resolution to dissolve the 

USOPC's Board of Governors and find a replacement governing body for the U.S. Olympic team. 
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Americans deserve an Olympic Committee that is patriotic and that shares their values. If the 

USOPC is unable or unwilling to defend America from slander, it should be replaced by a more 

capable committee. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

_____________________    ____________________ 

JIM BANKS      JACK BERGMAN 

Member of Congress     Member of Congress 
 
 
_______________________    ______________________ 

VERN BUCHANAN     BUDDY CARTER 

Member of Congress     Member of Congress 

  
 

_____________________    _____________________ 

MADISON CAWTHORN    ANDREW S. CLYDE 

Member of Congress     Member of Congress 

  
 

_____________________    _____________________ 

MIKE GARCIA     MICHAEL GUEST 

Member of Congress     Member of Congress 

 

 

_____________________    _____________________ 

YVETTE HERRELL     RONNY L. JACKSON 

Member of Congress     Member of Congress 

 

 

_____________________    _____________________ 

DEBBIE LESKO     MARKWAYNE MULLIN  

Member of Congress      Member of Congress 

 

 

_____________________    _____________________ 

GREGORY F. MURPHY, M.D   RALPH NORMAN 

Member of Congress     Member of Congress 

 

 

_____________________    _____________________ 

BURGESS OWENS     RANDY K. WEBER     

Member of Congress     Member of Congress 


